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27th March 2019 

 

The Planning Inspectorate 

Temple Quay House 

Temple Quay 

Bristol 

BS1 6PN 

 

By email to NIEenquities@pins.gsi.gov.uk 

 

Dear Sirs 

 

Re Rail Central SRFI: Application for deferment of Examination – Registration Ref 20018479  

 

I refer to your letter of 18th March regarding Rail Central’s request to defer the examination of the 

application.  Apparently Rail Central’s proposed changes are so far reaching as to involve the purchase of 

extra land, further highway modelling and potentially further environmental information.  As such, surely 

this rather negates the submission as presently presented and the scheme should be rejected until there has 

been further public consultation on it? 

 

The Ashfield Land/Gazerley application has been chaotic to say the least.  When finally submitted in 

October 2018, the final documents were significantly different to the draft versions on which they had 

based their consultations.  Rail Central must be required to consult again with all the local stakeholders if 

they intend to make any changes to their existing application.  Consultation should include the statutory 

bodies (NCC, SNC, NBC Network Rail etc) Parish Councils, Stop Rail Central and the local 

communities.  In particular until the village people who are affected by these changes have had a chance 

to view them and liaise with Stop Rail Central, then this cannot be part of a reasonable and fair 

democratic process.  The admission of errors in the Rail Central traffic modelling does raise doubts as to 

the whole application. In view of their errors in their application to date, what confidence can we have 

that the eventual revised traffic plans will be fit for purpose?   

 

Finally, there is currently a second local application – Northampton Gateway – undergoing examination.  

If there is a delay to the Rail Central examination, meaningful assessment of the cumulative effects of the 

two SFRI’s will be impossible.   The size of the two applications is so large as to dwarf the two closest 

villages affected.  It is essential that the joint effect is considered. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

Alan Lewis 




